
Malaysia & Animal Welfare

Legally Malaysian Animal Welfare covered by :

Malaysian Animal Act (1953)

Malaysian Animal Welfare Act (2015) – passed in 2017

The Malaysian Animal Welfare works together with the Malaysian Animal Act

Under Malaysian Animal Act – laws ill defined and punitive damages / penalties very minimal.. penalty for cruelty from
a RM200 fine and/or up to 6 months imprisonment

Malaysian Department of Vet Services Enforcement unit had the authority to investigate and charge any one going 
against the Animal Act (1953)

Under the MAWA (2015) penalties include a fine between RM20,000 and RM100,000 and/or up to 3 years in prison

Under the MAWA, there is an Animal Welfare Board, with an Animal Welfare Officer in each State that investigates 
with his/her team and reports to the Board.

The Animal Welfare Board monitors work of animal protection associations; requires licenses for all individuals and 
businesses that use animals; prohibits breeding animals for research or teaching; bans the shooting of stray dogs; 
and grants courts the power to disqualify or deprive any owner or licensee from owning an animal indefinitely.

For pet owners, NGOs and businesses involved in animal-related issues, following main points of the new Act:

1. There is a new licensing system for animal-related businesses

(1) A licensee shall display his licence at a conspicuous place at his premises.

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1), a licensee is not required to cause a copy of the licence to be displayed if he 
carries on the activities outside the premises but the licensee shall ensure that he or the person in charge of the 
activity has a copy of the licence with him.

2. New responsibilities for pet owners and license holders

(1) The owner or a licensee shall have the duty to—

(a) take reasonable steps to ensure that the needs of an animal are fulfilled, which includes—

(i) its need for a suitable environment;

(ii) its need for a suitable diet;

(iii) the need for it to be able to exhibit its normal behaviour patterns;

(iv) the need for it to be housed with or apart from other animals; and

(v) the need for it to be protected from pain, suffering, injury and disease;

3. Animal testing is strictly regulated

(1) No person shall use animals in research, testing or teaching unless—

(a) all reasonable steps are taken to ensure that the physical, health, and behavioural needs of those 
animals are in accordance with this Act and the subsidiary legislation as may be prescribed by the 
Minister;



(b) the animals shall receive, where practicable, treatment that alleviates any unreasonable or 
unnecessary pain or distress when the animals are ill or injured; or

(c) any degree of pain or distress is reduced to the minimum possible in the circumstances where the 
nature of the research, testing, or teaching cannot comply with paragraph (a) or (b).

4. Officers don't need a warrant to search your house for evidence of abuse

"Whenever an animal welfare officer exercises any of the powers under this Act or any subsidiary legislation 
made under this Act, he shall, on demand, produce to the person against whom the power is being 
exercised, the authority card issued to him under subsection (1)."

5. Harsher punishments for animal cruelty, and more humane ways to cull animals

definition of “animal cruelty” in Malaysian law has expanded in scope from the original 7 in Section 44(1) of 
the Animals Act 1953 to 21 items listed in Section 29 of the Animal Welfare Act 2015. This includes mutilation, 
neglect, use of cruel equipment, shooting for sport, and animal fights. Offenders under this Section are liable to 
between RM20,000 and RM100,000 in fines and/or 3 years of imprisonment.

However, there are 3 exceptions to this:

a) Where the act is an accepted veterinary management practice;

b) Where the act involves pest control or disease control;

c) Where animals are being fed to another animal within natural eating habits (e.g. feeding live mice to snakes)

The putting down of animals has also been regulated by the new law. In the past, you may have heard of or had bad 
experiences with local authorities putting down wild or stray animals using cruel methods. Under Section 30 of the 
new 2015 Act, no animal may be killed by gun unless it’s authorized by the veterinary authority in an emergency, or 
for disease control. Putting down a terminally ill or suffering animal must also be certified by the veterinary authority 
or by a registered veterinary surgeon, unless the matter cannot wait (like if the animal is injured beyond recovery in 
an accident).

http://www.mvc.gov.my/doc_downloads/AnimalsAct1953.pdf
https://www.cljlaw.com/files/bills/pdf/2015/MY_FS_BIL_2015_19.pdf

